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A LETTER FROM DR. KURTZ. 



The following letter, received in the early summer, 
after the death of Dr. Morong, is printed at Dr. Kurtz's 
request : 

C6rdoba, June I, 1894. 
Dear Sir: 

The day before yesterday I received some copies of the number of your Bulletin 
containing my " Observations." and Mr. Morong's Reply. First of all, I want to 
express to you and to your Society my very best thanks for sending me those 
copies; furthermore, I should like to make some remarks upon Mr. Morong's 
Reply. To do this in the shortest way possible, it will be necessary to put down 
correctly the question " en question." 

I never doubted the definition of the Pampa as given by Mr. Morong and by 
others before him (and by myself in the "Observations"), as a treeless, hill-less 
and rockless plain, but what I contested, and wanted to correct as a grave error, 
is the opinion to be gathered from Mr. Morong's passages that this treeless, hill- 
less and rockless plain stretches forth from the Atlantic to the very foot of the 
Cordillera. 

It is not quite clear from his reply, if Mr. Morong understood quite well this 
my intention ; from his observations it seems not to be the case. Upon the point, 
if he believes still, that the Pampa covers all the ground between the Atlantic and 
the Andes, or not, he does not express himself directly, nor does he enter upon 
my statements of the existence of Sierras in the Provinces of Buenos-Aires and 
San Luis. One can only gather his meaning from his quotations, f. i., those of 
Mr. Beaumont's description of the plain between Atlantic and Cordillera and the 
definition of the Pampa given in Johnson's Dictionary. Mr. Morong cites fur- 
ther Dr. P. G. Lorentz's description of the various formations in the Interior, 
but he does not mention that Lorentz confines the Pampa to the right border of 
the Parana, this forming its eastern limit, and stretching southward to Bahia 
Blanca. The western frontier of the Pampa Lorentz fixed as situated between 
Rosario de Santa Fe and Cordoba, where it is " tocando con la Formacion del 
Monte." The differences pointed out by Lorentz and by myself between Pampa 
and Monte seem not to exist for, or at least are not acknowledged by, Mr. Morong. 
It seems to me that he calls Pampa " the whole territory between the Atlantic and 
the Andes." Of the authorities he cites Woodbine Parish and C. Darwin (who 
made his trip from Bahia Blanca to Buenos-Aires in 1833, not 1845), have been 
only in the provinces of the littoral (i. e., Santa-Fe, Buenos-Aires), but have 
never visited the interior, the " formacion del Monte." The statement of Mr. J. 
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A. D. Beaumont (p. 44 of the Bulletin, "From the Atlantic Ocean in the east 

which nowhere rise to the level of mountains ") is astonishing, 

or Mr. Beaumont has a very fastidious opinion of mountains. The Sierra 
Tandil in the south of Buenos- Aires arises to 1 ,065 m. , the Sierras south of San 
Luis — in the Cerro Linces — toi,02i m., the Cerro Varela to about 800 m., theCerro 
del Gigante (northwest of San Luis) to 1,060 m. Neither Mr. Beaumont nor Mr. 
Morong can possibly class these elevations as " gentle undulations." Somewhat 
more to the South — looking over J. von Siemiradzki's map in Petermann's Mitteil- 
ungen, 39, 1893, III. Tafel 5 — you find indicated in the Pampa central various 
little Sierras, rising in the Sierra Choique Mahuida to 500 m., and moreover, 
there are " Mimosenwalder, " of which in the accompanying text is said, that 
there are trees of Prosopis of 10 m. in height, and with trunks of half a metre in 
diameter. 

As to the botanical details I have to confess, that Phytolacca " decandra " L. 
(instead of P. " dioica" L.), Iodina rhombifolia, " Miers " (instead of " Hook. 
etArn."), and Larrea " cuneata" Cav. (instead of " cuneifolia" Cav.) are very 
serious lapsus calami, due to the circumstance that I wrote my second letter to 
you hastily, and without looking for names or authorities of the plants. 

Mr. Morong remarks, Bulnesia Retamo Griseb. should be Zygophyllum Retamo 
Gill in Hook., Bot Misc., and that there is only one species of Bulnesia, accord- 
ing to Bentham et Hooker, Genera plantarum. The first volume of the Genera 
plantarum was completed in 1867; in his " Plantae Lorentziante " (1894), Grise- 
bach removed the Zygophyllum Retamo on account of its fruit-characters to 
Bulnesia, and described some new species of this genus, to which he added in 
his " Symbolae ad Floram Argentinam" (1879) another one, so that we know now 
five species of Bulnesia, enumerated too in Hieronymus, Plantte diaph. 

Schinus dependens, Ortega, Decad. VIII. , p. 102, is the oldest name for the 
plant in question, then changed by Kunth into Duvaua dependens ; then Engles, 
uniting again Duvaua with Schinus (Alph. et C. De Candolle, Suites au Prodro- 
mus IV., 1883, pp. 339-340), gives to the plant its oldest name. 

I did not doubt the gigantic thistles in any way; I cited them only to indicate 
the end of my quotation. 

Begging of your kindness to show this letter to Mr. Morong, and then to 
publish it at your convenience, I remain, dear sir, very truly yours, 

Dr. F. Kurtz. 



